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Waynesboro, Virginia, 
August Ist, 1955 


Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Gentlemen: 


It was my understanding that the Union issue 
had been settled for the present and that the 
two assemblies had agreed upon a “truce.” 
However, on yesterday I attended the final ses- 
sion of the Women of the Church at Massanetta 
Springs, and was much surprised that the Rev. 
Paul Jones of the Idlewood Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis, Tenn., would challenge the women 
to do whatever they could to effect Union, not 
only of the two Assemblies but of all Protestant 
faiths. Calling no names he took a crack at 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal claiming that 
they were sowing discord in the churches and 
“building fences,” which ought to be stopped. 
He spoke also of integration of the white and 
colored churches. 


I am passing this on to you because | believe 
you will be interested. 


Sincerely, 


W. |]. Buchanan. 


Note—This JOURNAL is receiving many com- 
plaints regarding speakers using our Summer con- 
ference platforms to urge the cause of union and 
other controversial matters. Far better that ar- 
rangements be made for the presentation of both 
sides of such issues—if they must be discussed— 
rather than for the advocates of one side to use 
their time and privileges on subjects not a part 
of the conference programs. Conference directors 
will be wise to face the fact that they may destroy 
the effectiveness of their own particular confer- 
ence by permitting it to become the sounding board 
for partisan and one-sided discussions.—Editor. 
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EDITORIALS 
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\ BIBLICAL STUDY OF THE PLACE 
OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 


This is the proper setting of the question. 
The issue is not what rights have women in 
a democracy, but what place has God given 
them in the Church. Let us begin, then, by 
clarifying the presuppositions of the matter. 


I. The Church is the house of God. This 
fact is evident from the correlation between 
the people of Ged in the Old Testament and 
the New Israel gathered about the Messiah in 
the New. In both testaments it is the flock of 
God. In the Gospels, Jesus says, I will build 
my Church, Mt.16.18; and fear not little flock 
it is your Father’s purpose to give you the King- 
dom, Lk.12.32. The coming of the Spirit at 
Pentecost constituted the disciples the Church 
of the living God, Acts 2 and I Tim 3.14-16. 
Paul constantly speaks of the Church of God, 
er of the Church of God in Christ Jesus. In 
Ephesians he magnifies the Church as instituted 
by God, as also he does in I Cor. 3 and else- 
where. 


II. As the Church is the house of God, so 
God has ordained her order and her officers. 
In Mark 3.13, Jesus called to Himself Whom 
He would and ordained them as the Twelve 
\postles, cf. Jn.15.16. In I Cor 3.9, as read from 
the Greek, all the workers are God’s and are 
fellow workers with each other. In I Cor.12.28, 
God has set in the Church the various officers, 
as in Eph. 4.11 the ascended Christ has given 
these offices and officers to the Church, and 
as in Acts 20.28 the Holy Spirit has made the 
elders to be overseers or bishops in the Church. 
From these texts I do not understand that the 
election of officers in the Church is democracy’s 
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right to choose her spokesmen; but rather that 
God has trusted the priesthood of all believers 
to choose the persons to whom He has given 
the characteristics which show that they are 
those whom God would have for particular of- 
fices. This conclusion is strengthened by ob- 
serving that wherever particular officers are 
to be chosen their qualifications are set forth, 
e.g. for a place in the Twelve Apostles, Acts 
1.21-22; or for the seven Acts 6.3f; or for the 
elders I Tim 3.1-7, Tit.1.5-9; or for the deacons 
[ Tim. 3.8-13. 

II. In ordering His Church our Lord has 
given the places of regular government to men 
both by the example of those He has called 
and by the conditions for such offices. In 
the Old Testament we have the examples of 
the patriarchs, Moses, Aaron and the priests, 
the prophets, the judges, the kings. There are 
occasional exceptions to the last three, perhaps 
one each. In the New Testament the Twelve 
are men, as is Judas’ successor and as is Paul. 
So are the seven chosen in Acts 6, and so are the 
responsible witnesses to the resurrection men- 
tioned in the primitive creed, I Cor. 15:3f. 
Among the conditions mentioned for elder, as 
given above, some can only apply to a man. 


IV. Likewise by example, in governing His 
Church God has used women in highly signifi- 
cant and useful places. In the Old Testament, 
one woman was a prophet, one was a judge 
and one was a reigning queen; Miriam was 
a poet and singer. There was Rahab in con- 
nection with Jericho‘s capture. The Apocrypha 
has at least one heroine. In the New Testa- 
ment, the mother of our Lord was Mary - his 
only human parent. As He was brought into 
the Temple Anna gave thanks. During His 
ministry certain women helped substantially in 
His support, Lk.8.2-3. Mary Magdalene seems 
to have been the first to see Him after His 
resurrection. Mary and Martha each ministered 
to him - each in her own way. The women are 
mentioned as included with the praying disciples 
in Acts 1.14. Among the women mentioned later 
in the NT are: Phoebe “the deaconess,”” Rom. 
16.1; Prisca or Priscilla several times mentioned 
before her husband as though her ministry were 
more effective than his, Acts 18; Rom 16.3; 
I Cor 16.19; 2 Tim 4.19; and the daughters of 
Philip who prophesied. Another case of women 
prophesying is given in I Cor.11.5, although it 
is noteworthy that the Apostle thought it neces- 
sary to put limitations on the same. Euodia and 
Syntyche seem to have given Paul trouble by 








leading opposing groups, Phil 4.2. In I Cor 
14.34-35, Paul said that it was shameful for 
women to press forward with questions: “If 
they want to instruct themselves, let them ask 
their husbands at home.” Women are not to 
take part in discussions in which questions 
were asked and doctrines settled. Somewhat later 
the same question came up again, apparently 
after heresies and schisms had arisen which 
favored the authority of women to the full 
extent, even to the administration of the sacra- 
ments. At that occasion the Apostle said: “Let 
the women learn in silence with all subjection. 
But I suffer not a woman to teach nor to usurp 
authority over the man,” I Tim. 2.11-12. The 
abuse of the heretics or schismatics led the 
Church to draw the line against the women par- 
ticipating in the authority to preach or admin- 
ister the sacraments. 


V. In Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, neither bond nor free, neither male nor 
female, for ye are all one in Christ, Gal. 3.28. 
I understand this to mean that each one of us 
has direct access to God through faith in Jesus 
Christ. My standing before Him is no different 
from my wife’s. I have no priority over her 
in the things of Christ and God. But the Apos- 
tle did not interpret this to mean that there 
was no difference in the ordering of the home, 
Eph. 5.22-23, or of order in the Church, I Tim 3. 

—W. C. R. 


Christian Race Relations Must 
Be Natural, Not Forced 


With that temerity often attributed to morons 
and their like, we would make a few sugges- 
tions which might possibly help to clarify our 
thinking on the matter of true Christian race 
relations. 





We are fully aware that what we write will 
not please extremists on either side of this con- 
troversial matter. However, here goes: 

Within the scope of those rights prescribed 
by law, every American citizen is equal. For 
that reason it is futile to defend any law which 
restricts the legal rights of any individual, or 
group of individuals. 

Therefore, segregation by law cannot be legal- 
ly defended. This in no way precludes the ex- 
pediency, wisdom and right of voluntary align- 
ments along racial or other social lines (and it 
should not be forgotten for one minute that 
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In like manner, forced integration cannot be 
defended, either on legal or moral grounds. 


Both forced segregation and forced integra- 
tion infringe on the legal right of the individual. 


The great difficulty in the South today is 
that too many people are talking at odds be- 
cause they are talking about different things. 
Another difficulty stems from those Northern 
friends who affirm a certain procedure as the 
only “Christian” procedure and who fail to be 
realistic, even in their own back yards. 


At present the discussions in our church are 
based on three different factors: 


A. The decision of the United States Supreme 
Court, declaring segregation in the _ public 
schools to be illegal. 


B. The actions of our General Assembly 
stating that the Christian answer to the race 
problem is integration of the races within the 
area of Church relationships. 


C. The feeling of many that integration of 
the races is both impracticable and unwise. 


Regardless of the actions outlined in “A” and 
“B” above, there is a great host of people, 
represented in “C,” who do not have the re- 
motest idea of complying with these actions. 
Some do this with minds which are prejudiced 
and utterly un-Christian in their attitudes to 
the Negro. Some do this from genuine fear, the 
fear of a minority living in the midst of a 
majority of another race—this situation is par- 
ticularly true in certain areas of the deep South. 
There are others—and they are as Christian in 
their thinking and practices as any in this world 
—who believe that it is un-Christian, unreal- 
istic and utterly foolish to force those barriers 
of race which have been established by God 
and which when destroyed by man are destroyed 
to his own loss. 


There is no possible excuse for the attitude 
of those who hate people of any race, whether 
it be Yellow, Black, White or Red. That such 
hate exists is but a tragic reminder of the sin- 
fulness of the human heart. There is but one 
Christian attitude between people, regardless 
of race, and that is that we are all equally 
precious in God’s sight and equally in need 
of His redeeming grace in Christ Jesus. 


The Assistant Attorney General of the State 
of North Carolina has recently said: “Race con- 
sciousness is not race prejudice. It is not in- 
tolerance. It is a deeply ingrained awareness 
of a birthright held in trust for posterity. 


“There have been in every group, and are 
individuals, who, despising their birthright, have 
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been faithless to their trust. So it has been and 
so it is in North Carolina. But the majority 
of North Carolinians have been taught from 
infancy, and they understand how it came about 
that Israel became a great nation, while Edom 
faded into oblivion, and they agree with the 
great Disraeli, who said: 


‘No man will treat with indifference the 
principle of Race, for it is the key to 
history.’ ” 


It is utterly foolish to think that wishful 
thinking, an act of the Supreme Court or an 
act of the General Assembly—any of these— 
can destroy race distinctions which are God 
ordained. 


In too much of the discussions and actions 
today there is an attempt to create an unnatural 
situation, to force something, in the name of 
Christianity, which has nothing whatsoever to 
do with Christianity. 


In communities where there are but few of 
one race it could be the wise and natural 
thing to absorb all races into one Church group. 
But, it is unnatural and forced to bring about 
integration where separation is desired and de- 
sirable. Let me illustrate: to hear some of our 
ardent integrationists today one would think 
that only those churches which have integrated 
congregations are Christian. Just how foolish 
can we get? In New Orleans there is a great 
Chinese Presbyterian Church. Are they un- 
Christian because they prefer to worship to- 
gether? Is it not rather an illustration of the 
natural selection of individuals for those of 
similar racial and cultural backgrounds? Car- 
ried to its logical conclusion the reasoning of 
some of our integrationists would lead to the 
abandoning of this Chinese church and the 
absorption of the members into various con- 
gregations predominatingly White. There is lit- 
tle in this to commend it as Christian, natural 
or realistic. 


At the same time, should it be the natural 
thing in some community for an individual 
or family of another race to become associated 
with a White or Negro or Chinese church then 
it would be most un-Christian to refuse mem- 
bership to them because of race. 


Our dilemna is caused by those who would 
force an unnatural association, in the name of 
Christianity. The problem cannot be solved 
by force, either pro or con. It must be solved 
on the basis of local conditions, and in the light 
of what would be the natural contacts and 
alignments. This is already done within the 
confines of each race. The Church has never 
attempted to force social relationships of any 
kind. It is an inherent right of the individual 
to choose his or her own intimate friends and 
associates and this does not imply anything 
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derogatory to those-not so chosen. When that 
barrier is broken, either within or outside racial 
lines, the right of the individual is violated. 
It is the feeling that just such violation is con- 
templated by some which makes others both 
fearful and resentful. 


In this connection we feel constrained to say 
that the greatest enemies of a solution of the 
problem are those integrationists who say the 
ultimate solution of the race issue lies in inter- 
marriage of the races. Not only is this being 
said but, in some instances, it is being advocated. 

With all the restraint we can muster we 
would ask this question: what possible “solu- 
tion” is there to be found in crossing racial 
barriers, barriers which man had no part in 
making? Such thinking comes from a basic 
philosophy so distorted and so out of keeping 
with Christian realism and God-given common 
sense that it should make all Christians stop 
and ask for time for prayer and study. 

Until the attempts to force an unnatural 
situation are stopped there will be no right so- 
lution. The writer lived with, associated with 
and loved the people of another race for twenty- 
five years. Many many times here in America 
he has been associated with people of still an- 
other race on terms of close friendship and in- 
timacy. Wherever it is the normal Christian 
thing to do so he is willing to accept any natural 
association. But, it is his judgment that there 
is nothing Christian or natural in manufactur- 
ing situations for forced relationships whether 
those relationships be with people of the same 
race, or some other race. 

Too little has been said about where Chris- 
tian race relations must really begin. They be- 
gin in those daily contacts where courtesies, 
considerations and love should be shown to 
everyone, regardless of color. They begin in 
divesting our minds and hearts of prejudice 
and pride and hatred and in treating every 
other person as we would have them treat us. 
They begin in looking on every individual who 
is out of Christ as a person for whom Christ 
died and who is loved by Him. If this involves 
membership in the same church as its natural 
outgrowth, then proceed as a Christian should. 
But, there is nothing un-Christian in natural 
selections and preferences and those who would, 
in the name of Christianity, force other align- 
ments do little credit to the cause they would 
promote. —L. N. B. 





Christian College in Japan 


There is now a Christian college in Japan, 
which is thoroughly evangelical. The president, 
Donald E. Hoke, announced that when the 
Japan Christian College opened on April 12 
there were 108 students enrolled, representing 
a cross-section of evangelical Christianity in 
Japan.—Evangel. 
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Thoughts From Psalm 119 
Sixth Division: VAU : Verses 41-48. 


Key-Verse : “And I will walk at liberty : for 
I seek thy precepts.” 


In our last study we found that God’s Word 
“Quickens”; in the study before that, the Word 
“Strengthens”; in our study today, we find that 
the Word makes us Free; we “walk at liberty.” 


I am afraid that lots of people “Talk about 
heaven, but will not go there,” so, there are 
lots of men who Talk about “Freedom” and 
“Liberty” who know nothing of what it means. 


I. Sin is Slavery : See John 8:31-36. 


Slavery in Egypt is a sample and illustration: 
“Made their lives bitter with hard bondage”; 
This is what sin does; makes our lives bitter; 
“The devil has no happy old men,” or young 
men either. 


How can we be made free? 


God’s 


1. “The truth shall make you free” 
Word is truth. 


2. “The Son shall make you free.” In His 
sermon at Nazareth Jesus said that He had come 
to set at liberty them that are bound. 


Two ways, then, to be made free By the 
Word of God: by the Son of God. See Galatians 
5:1. 


Il. The Law of Liberty : James 1:22-25. 


People have strange ideas about “Liberty”; 
They talk as though it was a crime to restrain 
them; they have much to say about “taking 
away our liberties.” 


True Liberty is not the “License” to “do as 
we please.” 


We get a “Driver’s License” to drive our 
automobile, but that does not mean that we 
can drive as we please, or where we please; we 
must stay on the highway; we must obey the 
traffic laws. 


The Bible is a “Law of Liberty” that tells us 
how we can have a Life of Freedom; Free from 
SIN; its Penalty, its Pollution; its Power; Free 
to live The Abundant Life; Happy, Useful, 
Honored, Rewarded. 





Airline Stewardesses Protest 
Serving Liquor in Flight 


The Association of Airline Stewardesses has 
requested that airlines discontinue the serving 
of alcoholic beverages while in flight. The stew- 
ardesses are disgusted with behavior of the pas- 
sengers who have imbibed.—Evangel. 
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An Analysis- 
A. Diagnosis- 
A Cure 


Rarely is a disease treated correctly, or cured, 
until the underlying cause is discovered. For 
that reason, a correct diagnosis is indicated and 
necessary. 


Within Protestantism all is not well. Nor is 
all well within the confines of Presbyterianism. 
And, all is not well in our own church. Because 
we are earnestly praying for needed changes, 
and, because these can only come when we rec- 
ognize our problems and face them, this is 
being written. 


Recently a strenuous opponent of this Journal, 
and of this particular writer, wrote. us three 
long letters. In one of these letters there is 
this analysis of the situation in our church; 
so suggestive that we would like to consider 
it in some detail. 


He wrote, in part, as follows: 


“Our church is a sick church today, sick with 
a spirit of disunity based upon: 


“(1) Differences with respect to basic interpre- 
tation of theological doctrines; 


*(2) Differences with respect to evaluation of 
theological doctrines; 


“(3) Differences with respect to the nature and 
function of the church as a Presbyterian 


Church.” 


Remember, the above analysis comes from a 
strong opponent of this Journal. 


This writer does not feel qualified to go into 
all the ramifications of the above, nor does he 
like the designation - a “sick” church. How- 
ever, there are certain things which desperately 
need our attention if we are to exercise the 
influence and spiritual power so needed in our 
time. 


The Presbyterian Church is a confessional 
church. We have a statement of our beliefs 
and this statement is found in the Confession 
of Faith. But, the Confession of Faith is not 


the final authority, for it in turn takes its posi- 
tion squarely on the Word of God. As Presby- 
terians we accept these confessional standards 
as being consistent with the Scriptures, a satisfy- 
ing statement of the basis of our faith. When 
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we depart from this confessional position we 
find ourselves in difficulties. 


[(1) Differences with respect to basic interpreta- 
tion of theological doctrines;] 


Our basic trouble is identical with the 
growing tendency within most of Protestantism 
today—to turn from a complete reliance in the 
full inspiration and authority of the Scriptures. 
Wherever this is done we find truths “inter- 
preted” so that they may be considered “fables,” 
“folklore,” “pious frauds,” “the results of ig- 
norance,” “wilful pre-dating,” “thought forms 
inconsistent with today’s Christian revelation,” 
etc., etc., until human reason takes precedence 
over divine revelation and our authority comes 
from man, not God. Yes, there are often glaring 
differences due to basic “interpretations” which 
are at variance with the Scriptures, historic 
Christianity and our own Standards. 


[(2) Differences with respect to evaluation of 
theological doctrines; ] 


Again, along with most of Protestantism 
there is a growing tendency to replace the orig- 
inal evaluation of theological doctrines with 
something which is not even relevant to these 
doctrines. From some pulpits today what great 
doctrines are preached? From entirely too many 
pulpits, too little is being preached on the great 
doctrines of sin, regeneration, the holiness of 
God, the sovereignty of God, Heaven, Hell, 
justification, the Holy Spirit and other int- 
portant doctrines, while from these same pulpits 
we hear the “doctrines” of ecumenicity, race 
integration, social betterment, and occasionally, 
the theme of a new book. 


Little wonder there are differences. There are 
those of us who would call our church back 
to preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, with 
all of its implications, social as well as spiritual. 
Some seem more concerned with the surround- 
ings of the prodigal, rather than with that 
soul-sickness, SIN, which underlies all of our 
woes and which is keeping the sinner and his 
Father separated. Also, on the part of some 
which shows more concern about the organi- 
zation of the Church than with the message 
which it is the Church’s duty to proclaim, 
and which must be preached if men are to be 
won from sin to righteousness. Yes, there are 
deep underlying differences of evaluation as 
to the relative importance of the historic doc- 
trines of the Church as compared with those 
movements which, at best, can only improve 
the status of sinners in this world and which, 
in no case can save a soul from eternal death. 


Why, for instance, if we are to depart from 
the spiritual to the realm of social and moral 
implications; why, we say, do so many spend 
so much time and energy on the ecumenical 
movement and race relations and practically 
none on the problem of alcohol? Will a great 
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ecumenical Church, or the integration of all 
races save one single soul from hell? What is 
happening in our homes, congregations and 
communities because of alcohol? What is the 
source of untold spiritual and social loss; of 
destroyed homes and bodies; of eternal damna- 
tion for millions? Alcohol. 


We all know that juvenile delinquency is 
a growing menace and that it is not confined to 
those unfortunates who live across the railroad 
tracks. Our young people’s conferences have 
shown that some young people are morally 
and spiritually delinquent although coming 
from the “best” homes. And yet, only too often 
we are trying to win these young people to a 
program of the church rather than to bring 
them in repentance to their knees before the 
One Who alone can change their hearts and 
lives. 

Yes, we agree that there are serious differ- 
ences in the church because some would highly 
“evaluate” those doctrines of Christianity which 
would make new men and new women, while 
others at times seem more interested in this 
dying world. 


[(3) Differences with respect to the nature and 
function of the church as a Presbyterian 
Church.] 


Finally, there are differences as to what 
is the nature and function of the church as a 
Presbyterian Church. Some were deeply con- 
cerned this past year because in certain places 
sessions and congregations voted on the question 
of church union, thereby expressing their de- 
sire with reference to the disposition of our 
church. There was a loud cry that this was “un- 
Presbyterian.” At the same time, some of these 
same champions of “Presbyterianism” are most 
active in un-Presbyterian activities in their re- 
spective nominating committees and commis- 
sions on the Minister and his Work, pulling 
wires here and there, trying to get the “right” 
man in the “right” place, and to keep the 
“wrong” man from getting anywhere at all, if 
possible. 


To put it bluntly: As now constituted and 
operating, in some areas, the Commission is an 
ecclesiastical Gestapo and has no place in his- 
toric Presbyterianism. 

Yes, there is a difference in viewpoint as to 
the “nature and function” of the Presbyterian 
Church but it would seem to the writer that 
this difference is largely a new tendency to 
ascribe to the Church, and to its subordinate 
ecclesiastical bodies, a power and authority more 
and more in line with the Church of Rome. 
With this tendency to “churchiolatry” there also 
goes more and more formalism in worship, and 
in church architecture, and a decreasing empha- 
sis on simplicity, both in its message and its 
setting. 
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But, is the picture entirely dark? Of course 
not. Every one of these differences has its 
origin in human frailties, from failing to put 
Christ first in everything we have and are. 

There is a solution and it is possible within 
the bounds of our church. A mighty outpouring 
of God’s Holy Spirit can change everything: it 
can make us right with God and with our fel- 
low Christians. It can renew our minds and 
enable us to rightly evaluate everything in the 
church - her message, her programs and her 
mission. 


Let us truly and with all our hearts pray for 
a revival in our church. 


Then we will truly go - FORWARD WITH 
CHRIST. —L. N. B. 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Sunday, August 21, Psalm 95. 


Let the invitation of vv.1-2,6 be yours for 
your devotions today. What reasons are given 
for praise in vv.3-5? What additional reason is 
given in v.7? Which more readily moves your 
heart to praise? Do you praise the Lord for 
what He is? Do you praise Him for what He 
means to you? Who seems to be speaking in 
vv.8-11, the Psalmist or God? Notice the plea 
of v.7b. What incidents in the Old Testament 
give strength to this injunction (vv.8-10) ? What 
are the consequences of continual rebellion 
against God (v.11)? Of what invitation of Christ 
does v. 11 remind you? (See Matt. 11:28) Do 
you learn from those who have wasted their 
lives in the foolishness of sin? Do you yearn 
for the rest God offers? 


Monday, August 22, Psalm 92:1-4. 


Does the gladness that the Psalmist expresses 
echo something of the joy that is within your 
own heart? Is real praise to the Lord a drudg- 
ery? What do you see of dignity and decorum 
(vv.1-3) in the praise of the Psalmist? What 
is it that makes the Psalmist rejoice (v.4)? The 
works of the Lord (vv.4-5) are expressed in 
vv.7-13. What is the end of the wicked 
(vv.7,9,11)? Do I realize the terrible conse- 
quences to which my sin can lead? What is the 
end of the righteous (vv.12-14)? What point 
does v.14 make about the righteous? How does 
this point tie in with the truth of v.8? Is the 
Lord working out in you a life that is flourish- 
ing and productive? 


Tuesday, August 23, Luke 2:8-14. 


Have you ever stopped to wonder why God 
chose to send His angelic messengers to this 
particular group of men (vv.8-9,13) ? What does 
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the way in which the shepherds reacted to 
the message reveal the kind of men they were 
(vv.15-19) ? What was their immediate response 
to the word of the angel (vv.15,16) ? How would 
the Pharisees have reacted if the angels had ap- 
peared to them? the Sadducees? Herod? the 
Roman authorities? Were the shepherds able 
to keep the good news to themselves (vv.17-18) ? 
Did they express any feeling of self pride for 
the way in which they had been singled out by 
God (v.20)? Do you wonder why God does 
not use you more than He does? How do you 
measure up to the standards set by the shep- 


herds? 
Wednesday, August 24, Romans 12:9-18. 


Read these verses through slowly several times 
and allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you 
through them. Meditate upon those exhortations 
that specifically apply to you. In what ways are 
you falling short of each injunction? What 
sins will you have to confess in order to obey 
them? What attitudes and habits prevent you 
from being the type of Christian Paul is en- 
couraging? Are these characteristics a part of 
our basic human nature, or must they be im- 
planted in our hearts by Christ? If you hunger 
for this type of life, claim Christ’s promise of 
Matt. 5:6 for yourself. 


Thursday, August 25, Matt. 6:1-6. 


The sin condemned in this chapter presents 
a very real danger to every Christian. List the 
practices Jesus mentions in vvy.2-18. Are they 
Christian practices? What, then, is the sin that 
Jesus is pointing out? What repeated phrase 
describes the basic cause for Jesus’ condemna- 
tion (vv.1,2,5,16,18)? What is the basic motive 
in your giving (vv.2-4)? in your public prayers 
_(vv.5-8) ? in your religious exercises (vv.16-18) ? 
What is the consequence of conducting your 
religion for show (v.lb)? for your Father in 
Heaven (vv.4,6b,8,11b)? Notice that Jesus de- 
scribes God in terms of “your heavenly Father” 
who detests hypocrisy and draws near to sincere 
faith (vv.4,6b,8,11b). How does your heavenly 
Father look upon the Christianity you practice? 


Friday, August 26, Psalm 8. 


Verses 1 and 9 set the tone of the Psalm. What 
conclusion does the Psalmist reach about God 
from observing the heavens (vv.1-2)? What ob- 
servation does he make about man _ (vv.3-4) ? 
Yet, what place does man have in God’s eye 
(vv.5-8)? From what Old Testament passage 
must the Psalmist have obtained this concept? 
(See Genesis 1:26-29). What position does man 
have among God’s other creations (vv.6-8) ? 
What knowledge would you have of man’s re- 
lation to God if you did not have the Scrip- 
tures? Do vv.5-8 picture man as God originally 
designed him or as he is today? What is the 
Psalmist’s final conclusion? What conclusion 
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do you reach from meditating on the truths of 


this chapter? 


Saturday, August 27, Luke 24:1-7. 


The women followed Christ right up to the 
time of His death (Luke 23:49) and were the 
first to receive the news of His resurrection 
(24:1-2). What does 23:55-24:1 reveal of their 
devotion to Christ? Their Lord was dead; they 








could not expect any kind of reward or recom- 
pense for their service. Were they expecting 
Christ to rise? (Compare vv.3-4a and 7-8.) Were 
they quick to believe (vv.6-9)? How did the 
apostles receive the news (vv.9-11)? Why do 
you think these women were the first to witness 
the resurrection and the first to believe in it? 
What was there in their lives that was lacking 
in the disciples? in your life? 





Pictures Of Christ 


Rev. J. Marcellus Kik 
Little Falls, N. J. 


Exodus 20:4-6, ‘““Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love me, and keep my command- 
ments.” 


In this second commandment we are forbid- 
den to make any graven image or any likeness 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. We are forbidden to bow 
down to them or to serve them. Now the ques- 
tion has been asked whether or not this com- 
mandment forbids the use of pictures of Christ. 
Naturally the commandment forbids the bow- 
ing down before such pictures and worshipping 
them. There can be no question of that. 


But in many Protestant churches and in many 
evangelical churches pictures of Christ are used 
in teaching and in the homes of Christians 
pictures of Christ are hung up to remind them, 
I suppose, of Christ. Is that Scriptural? Does 
it meet with the approval of God? Is it sinful? 
Is it another way of breaking the second com- 
mandment? 


No doubt, if I state that the use of pictures 
of Christ is unscriptural; that it does not meet 
with the approval of God; that it is sinful; 
and that it is a breaking of the second com- 
mandment—I will be considered as a fanatic, 
a reactionary, and perhaps not quite normal. 
But before you have such unkind thoughts 
please hear me out. If we are Christians our 
service and worship will be regulated by the 
Word of God. The Bible is our infallible guide 


in faith and worship. 


AUGUST 17, 1955 





Now here is the surprising thing. Nowhere 
in the Bible, either in the Old Testament or 
New Testament, is there a physical description 
of Christ. Isn't that strange if God wanted to 
use the picture of Christ in spreading the Gos- 
pel or in worship, that we are not told whether 
Christ was tall or short, fair or dark, light hair 
or dark hair, blue eyes or brown eyes. 


With all their love for the Lord you would 
think that Peter or John would have given a 
description of Him unless, of course, they were 
forbidden. They wrote under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. Surely it is significant that 
neither they nor any other writer of the Scrip- 
tures gave a physical description of the Lord. 
Surely if God desired the use of pictures of 
Christ to further the cause of Christ He would 
have had a physical description of His Son in 
His Word. Why should we consider ourselves 
wiser than God and provide what He has de- 
liberately left out? 


The second amazing fact is that in the first 
four centuries of the history of the Church no 
picture of Christ was used. These were the years 
when the Church made her most astonishing 
growth. These were the years in which the 
Christians conquered Pagan Rome. It is so fre- 
quently stated that we need pictures of Christ 
in order to teach people the Gospel. The apostle 
Peter did not need pictures of Christ to instruct 
the young or bring the Gospel to adults. The 
apostle John did not need pictures of Christ 
to convert pagans and instruct the Church. The 
apostle Paul did not need pictures of Christ 
to convert Barbarians and Greeks. The early 
church did not need pictures of Christ to con- 
quer paganism. T hey accomplished it by preach- 
ing the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


When pictures of Christ were first introduced 
they were opposed. The church historian 
Eusebius who lived in the fourth century de- 
clared himself in the strongest manner against 
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images of Christ in a letter to the Empress Con- 
stantia who asked him for such an image. 
Amongst other things Eusebius wrote: “Who 
can therefore counterfeit by dead and insensible 
colours, by vain shadowing painter’s art, the 
bright and shining glistering of such His glory? 
whereas His holy Disciples were not able to 
behold the same in the mountain: who, there- 
fore, falling on their faces, acknowledged they 
were not able to behold such a sight.” 


Here Eusebius touches on one of the reasons 
why it is impossible to have a true picture of 
Christ. If you want a picture of Christ do you 
want it as He was upon earth or as He is now 
in heaven? If you want a picture of Him as 
He was upon earth you have quite a problem. 
There was no picture of Him painted. The 
so-called pictures of Christ which are present 
today are from the imaginations of the artists. 
That is why there are so many different pic- 
tures. Not one of them is a true picture. So 
every time you say this or that is a picture of 
Christ you are uttering a lie. You cannot teach 
truth by a lie. Christ is the Truth and surely 
He would not want the use of a false means to 
point to Him. Christ abhors lies and falsehoods. 


How would you like it if someone who never 
saw you painted a picture and told every one 
that it was a picture of you? Certainly you would 
resent it. And certainly Christ must resent all 
those counterfeit pictures of Him. 


But supposing you wanted a picture of Christ 
as He is now. The Disciples had such a vision 
of Him on the mount of transfiguration. We 
read in Matthew 17:2, “And his face did shine 
as the sun, and his raiment was white as the 
light.”” This was the glorified Christ. No artist 
could give us a picture of Christ which would 
show the glowing of Christ’s face as the sun 
and his raiment as white as the light. They 
would only rob Christ of His glory by miserably 
falling short of a true painting of Christ in His 
present glory. 


But someone will state that at least we can 
depict the humanity of Christ as He appeared 
upon earth. But who are we to separate His 
humanity from His divinity! The apostle John 
states in His Gospel, chapter 1:14, “And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth.” Notice that the apostle states that even 
while Christ was in the flesh they beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father. In other words, they beheld his divinity 
as well as His humanity. This one cannot paint. 
So one must behold His humanity as separate 
from His divinity. Then one falls into the an- 
cient error of Nestorius. He stated that Christ 
consisted of two persons: one human and the 
other divine. There was, according to Nestorius, 


PAGE 10 


a separation between the human and the divine 
persons. 


That was the ground on which the Council 
called by Constantine V condemned paintings 
of Christ. You see this question of pictures 
of Christ was the subject of controversy through- 
out the eighth century. So Constantine called 
a council in 753 of three hundred and thirty 
bishops. Their conclusion was this: “If any 
person shall divide the human nature, united 
to the Person of God the Word; and, having 
it only in the imagination of his mind, shall 
therefore, attempt to paint the same in an 
Image; let him be holden as accursed. If any 
person shall divide Christ, being but one, into 
two persons; placing on the one side the Son 
of God, and on the other side the son of Mary; 
neither doth confess the continual union that 
is made; and by that reason doth paint in an 
Image the son of Mary, as subsisting by him- 
self; let him be accursed. If any person shall 
paint in an Image the human nature, being 
deified by the uniting thereof to God the 
Word; separating the same as it were from the 
Godhead assumpted and deified; let him be 
holden as accursed.” 


This council points out the difficulty and 
indeed the impossibility of painting a portrait 
of Christ. Christ is more than man. He is God- 
man. It is impossible to depict by a painter’s 
brush the almighty power of Christ; the glorious 
majesty of Christ; the infinite knowledge of 
Christ. You cannot localize by a painter’s brush 
the everywhere presence of Christ. One can 
only succeed in degrading Christ. When one 
considers the deity of Christ it is no wonder 
that the apostles did not attempt a_ physical 
description of their Lord and Saviour. 


There is always, also, the danger of worship- 
ping the picture of Christ and attaching power 
to it. Even a Protestant publishing firm stated 
that there is power in a picture of Christ. It 
stated: “When one plants deeply and firmly 
in his mind the picture of Christ, it has a 
strong and powerful influence in his life.” Thus 
instead of attributing this influence to Christ 
and the Holy Spirit they attribute it to the 
picture they are trying to sell. That is a break- 
ing of the second commandment. 


sut can it not help in the saving of souls it 
is asked? But how? Looking at a picture of 
Christ hanging upon the cross tells me nothing. 
It does not tell me that He hung there for 
sin. It does not tell me that He hung there 
for my sin. It does not tell me that He is the 
Son of God. Only the Word of God does that. 
And it is the Word of God that has been given 
us to tell the story of salvation through the 
blood of Christ. It is not through the foolish- 


ness of pictures that sinners are converted but 
through the foolishness of preaching. 
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It is amazing how slowly unscriptural prac- 
tices enter the Christian Church. We must at 
ill times go back to the Scriptures. The Bible 
is our infallible guide. And if our practices 
ind doctrines do not conform with the teach- 
ings of the Scriptures then we must eliminate 
them. The Bible instructs the Church not to 
make any likeness of Christ. The present day 
pictures of Christ are false and no one would 
make a serious claim that they resemble Christ 
upon earth. They separate His humanity from 





His deity. They do not at all give us a glimpse 
of His present glory. They are not condoned by 
the inspired apostles. 


God has ordained the foolishness of preach- 
ing to evangelize the world. He has promised 
to attend the preaching of the Word with the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The so-called pictures 
of Christ are a hindrance and a temptation to 
idolatry. Let us cleanse the Temple of God 
from them. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR AUGUST 28 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Deliverance And Return 


Background Scripture: Ezra 1; 2:64, 65; Isaiah 44:21—45:13 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 126 


One of my clearest, and most delightful, recollections of my boyhood pastor, Dr. Robert Fleming, 


is an incident connected with our Devotional Reading for today. 


burg, Va. (Westminster) 


[ attended church in Lynch- 


and Dr. Fleming preached on the last verse of this Psalm, (126): He 


that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,bring- 
ing his sheaves with him.” I was so much taken with the sermon that I asked him to preach it over 


again that afternoon when my mother would 
be present at a little mission Sabbath School 
which my brother conducted near our home 
in the country. This verse has a most encour- 
aging message for all who are trying to sow 
seed in the hearts and lives of others, as well 
as for the Jews at the time of their Deliverance 
and Return to their own land. The seed sown 
in their days of weeping would result in a 
harvest of good. 


Psalm 126 is a “Song of Degrees’ written to 
commemorate the Return of the Jews from the 
land of their captivity. You get a very intimate 
insight into the feelings of these returning exiles 
as you read this beautiful littke poem. The 
whole thing seems like a “dream” to them—a 
bad dream and a good dream—the bad part 
making them weep and the good part making 
them laugh. Perhaps they had often dreamed 
of going back home, and did not have quite 
enough faith to fully expect such a blessed ful- 
fillment of their dreams. Now they could laugh 
as they sang, “The Lord hath done great things 
for us; whereof we are glad.” The psalm goes 
deeper and becomes more inclusive in the clos- 
ing verses: “Turn again our captivity, O Lord, 
as the streams in the South. They that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, (seed for 
sowing), shall doubtless come again with re- 
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” The 
farmer has to “weep”—has to have a time of 
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hard work and patient waiting—before he can 
reap the harvest. It is just as true of those who 
work in the harvest-field of the Master: He 
Himself had to weep before He could win the 
world. 


They had spent seventy years in tears, sowing 
the seed of repentance, and now they are be- 
ginning to reap the harvest. There is a spiritual 
lesson for us in these verses; these things are 
written for our learning and profit. None of 
us enjoy our times of weeping, but if we weep 
over our sins; if we weep in sympathy with others 
in their trials; if we weep because we are worn 
out in body and mind and soul as we try to 
win souls, then we can expect our tears to turn 
into a rich harvest, and we will sing the song 
of victory. 


This psalm furnishes a most appropriate in- 
troduction to our lesson which I wish to discuss 
under two heads; (1) The Prophecy in regard 
to the Return, and (2) The History of the 
Return. 


I. The Prophecy in Regard to the Return: 
Isaiah 44:21 - 45:13. 


The prophet starts off by reminding Israel 
that God, their Covenant-keeping God, has not 
forgotten them: “O Israel, thou shalt not be 
forgotten of me.” Then He tells them that He 


has redeemed them and forgiven them: “I, I 
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have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy trans- 
gressions.” Then he calls upon the heavens and 
the lower parts of the earth to shout and break 
forth into singing, even the very trees them- 
selves: “For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and 
glorified himself in Israel.” The thing that will 
bring the greatest glory to God is not Creation, 
as glorious as that is, but Redemption. This 
is true not only as regards His relation to the 
Chosen People, but in its large meaning as He 
deals with all mankind. In Revelation we see 
a great multitude whom no man can number 
from every tribe and tongue and nation under 
heaven singing praise to the God Who has re- 
deemed them; men and women who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of 


the Lamb. 


Isaiah now turns to those particular and 
personal prophecies which concern individuals, 
and singles out Cyrus, the king who should 
be God’s instrument in delivering His people. 
“That saith of Cyrus, he is my shepherd, and 
shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built, and to the tem- 
ple, Thy foundation shall be laid.” In the forty- 
fifth chapter this prophecy concerning Cyrus 
is enlarged: “For Jacob my servant’s sake, and 
Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by 
thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou 
hast not known me.” God uses heathen nations 
not only to chasten His people, but to deliver 
and bless His people. This can be applied to 
the Church. God has often used men and na- 
tions to protect and prosper the cause of the 
Kingdom, as well as to sometimes chasten the 
Church. This was true during the trying days 
of the Reformation in Germany. God _ used 
some of the secular princes to protect Martin 
Luther and others. The Church has often got- 
ten into trouble, too, by her alliances with the 
state. Isaiah closes his prophecy concerning 
Cyrus with these striking words: “I have raised 
him up in righteousness and I will direct all 
his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall 
let go my captives, not for price or reward, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.” God does not have 
to pay for the services of those whom He desires 
to use. Truly, in the words of the first of these 
“World-Conquerors,’” He does His will in the 
armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of 
the earth, and none can stay His hand or say 
unto Him, What doest thou. God is Sovereign; 
He is on the throne; the nations of the world, 
and the leaders of those nations, are subject 
to His will and authority. This should be a 
great source of comfort in these troublesome 
times when it is easy to become pessimistic and 
discouraged, unless we do believe this truth. 
This world has not gotten “out of control.”’ The 
hand of the Great Engineer is on the throttle 
and He will keep it “on the track.” (This is 
one of the most remarkable prophecies in the 
Bible for it gives the very name of the king 
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who is to be the instrument for the deliverance 
of His people) . 


We now turn from Prophecy to History: 


Il. The History of the 


Ezra 1;2:64,65. 


The Book of Ezra is a continuation of II 
Chronicles and begins with the last statement 
of that book. First, a few words about the 
author as found in the New Analytical Bible: 
“Ezra, the famous scribe and priest, descended 
from Hilkiah the high priest in the reign of 
Josiah. From the Biblical record all that is 
known of Ezra is gathered from the last chap- 
ters of this book and from the eighth and twelfth 
chapters of Nehemiah. We learn from these 
sections that he was a priest of great piety and 
learning, and in the time of Artaxerxes lived 
at Babylon. His object in coming to Jerusalem 
was to bring about a religious reformation 
among the Jews in Palestine by a re-establish- 
ment of the Mosaic institutions.” He came later 
than Zerubbabel and the ones we study about 
in today’s lesson. May I quote again from the 
New Analytical Bible, (Outstanding Facts, Page 
588) : “The predictions of judgments on Judah’s 
idolatry and forgetfulness of God were no more 
specifically fulfilled than were the promises 
relative to their deliverance. By means of one 
great State, Babylon, the First Universal Em- 
pire, Jehovah cured his people of idolatry. 
Another great State, Medo-Persia, the Second 
Universal Empire, was divinely used to fulfill 
the predictions concerning the Restoration, as 
Babylon was used to fulfill those pertaining to 
the Captivity.” 


Return (First Stage): 


Cyrus lost no time in carrying out his part 
in the return of the Jews to their own land. 
He must have been profoundly impressed with 
the words of the prophecy which we have studied 
above. “The Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus’! Here we see the power of God that 
works in the minds and hearts of men. How 
easily God can do what men cannot do! We 
often wish to see men converted. Perhaps we 
see them and talk with them—and we are used 
of God to do this—but all of us realize that 
it takes more than our persuasive words; God 
has to touch their hearts. Sometimes we desire 
greatly to see the leaders of our nation, and 
other nations, adopt wise policies, and stand 
for the right. How can we move our leaders? 
Through our prayers. Paul urges us to pray 
for all in authority. If more of us prayed, in- 
stead of finding fault, we would have a better 
government. 


Cyrus makes a proclamation and in it he 
acknowledges two facts; First, that Jehovah, the 
God of heaven, had given him all the kingdoms 
of the earth; he realizes that he is king “by 
the grace of God,” as English kings acknowledge 
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when they are crowned. Second, he declares that 
God has charged him to build Him a house 
at Jerusalem. Then he invites all the Jews who 
would go up to Jerusalem and build the house 
of God, and all who chose to remain in their 
present home, to help those who returned with 
silver and gold and goods and beasts. 


In response to this proclamation some of the 
chief men of Judah and Benjamin together with 
the priests and Levites prepare to take the jour- 
ney while those who remained behind helped 
in every possible way. Cyrus also brought forth 
the vessels of the house of the Lord which had 
been taken by Nebuchadnezzar. The number 
is given, and the names of the leaders. Find 
the total in verses 64-65. 


Church News 


The General Fund and 


Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 
January 15- July 31, 1955 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
$777,378.00 








sudget for 1955 

Received from Jan. 15 through 
July 31, 1955 

Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 

Balance needed for the year 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
$19,700.00 


210,400.94 


27.00 
566,977.06 


Budget for 1955 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
July 31, 1955 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 32.7 
Balance needed for the year 13,247.86 


6,452.14 





Powell Presbyterian Church 
Spartanburg, South Carolina 


The Powell Presbyterian Church of Spar- 
tanburg has recently remodeled the sanctuary. 
The building was brick veneered, an A-room 
placed at the entrance and a bell tower erected. 


The corner stone was laid Sunday, May Ist, 
with Dr. Clyde Foushee, Rev. J. W. Walkup, 
Enoree Presbytery’s Promotional Secretary, 
Rev. E. G. Clary, Jr., and others taking part. 


The Men of the Church painted the interior 
and the class rooms. The Women of the Church 
cleaned and waxed the floors. 


Plans are being made for the erection of a 
manse on this needy field. 


The Building Committee, composed of J. B. 
Brown, Neil Rogers, Glenn Buckner, J. B. Lam- 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOK COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emph 
A.A, and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Ciass 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientifie teats. Athletics, Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with ilth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall Semester 
begins September 5, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 








“SIGRID MARRIES A CATHOLIC” 

Is your son or daughter engaged to a Roman 
Catholic? Are you aware of the developments 
that this romance is bound to bring? This 
true story of Pierre and Sigrid reveals why 
a mixed marriage is a slavery from which 
there is no deliverance. Learn the vital and 
important facts before it is too late! Postpaid 
only $1.00. Edition limited. 

GOSPEL ART SHOPPE 

Dept. SP-8, Rowan, lowa 











bright, Sam Gwinn, Mrs. Lula Mabry and Mrs. 
Stanley Harrill deserve great credit for com- 
pleting this fine objective. Rev. T. K. Mow- 
bray is the pastor. 





Dr. Robinson Given a Sabbatic Year 


for Study and Travel in Europe 

After teaching twenty-eight years at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 
has been given a Sabbatical Year for study 
and travel by the local institution. He and 
Mrs. Robinson plan to sail from Montreal 
on the Empress of Scotland on August 30th. 
They will spend September in Scotland and 
be in residence at Tyndale House, Cambridge 
University, England, for the Fall Session. During 
the winter they will be in residence at the 
University of Basel, Switzerland. 





Dr. A. M. Gregg to Fairfield 


Birmingham, Ala. — Dr. Alva Mayes Gregg, 
formerly pastor of West End Church, Atlanta, 
has become pastor of Forest Hills Church, Fair- 
field, Ala., succeeding the Rev. Merlin F. Usner 
who has resigned because of illness. 


Dr. Gregg, a native of Lowrys, S. C., holds 
a B.A. degree from Presbyterian College, Clin- 
ton, S. C.; and the B. D. from Columbia Sem- 
inary in Decatur, Ga. He has also received the 
Th.M. and Th.D. degrees. He was ordained 
by Pee Dee Presbytery. 





24,000 Negro Homes in 
Mississippi Receive Bibles 
A state-wide program of Bible distribution 
is under way in Mississippi, under the direction 
of the Negro work department of the. Mississippi 
Baptist Convention. The goal is to put a Bible 
in 100,000 homes that do not own one. Some 
24,000 Bibles have been distributed since last 
October when the program began.—Evangel. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 28 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Teenicide 


Hymn: “Just As I am, Thine Own To Be” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Galatians 6:1-10 

Hymn: A Charge To Keep I Have” 
Offering 

Hymn: “So Let Our Lips and Lives Express” 


(Instead of using the program printed below, 
you may want to secure a competent speaker 
to lead you in a discussion of safety in the 
operation of automobiles. As possible speakers 
we suggest highway patrolmen or other traffic 
officials. Any speaker should be chosen with 
care because this matter should be _ presented 
from a Christian point of view and not simply 
as it relates to the law of the state.) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Why is safe driving a subject which is of 
especial importance to young people? The first 
answer is that most young people do drive, or 
they will soon be learning. The second answer 
is that statistics indicate a poor record of driving 
safety among young people. In 1954 almost 
twenty-five per cent of all automobile accidents 
in the United States involved drivers who were 
under twenty-five years of age. Only fifteen 
per cent of licensed drivers are in this younger 
age group. To make the picture even more 
clear it must be recognized that the average 
young person drives far fewer miles than older 
drivers. All of this proves that young drivers 
have more than their share of accidents. 


Another question we need to consider is this: 
Why should safe driving be a matter of Chris- 
tian concern? Our first two speakers will tell 
us in their own words why Christians are bound 
to be careful in the operation of automobiles. 


(We are not giving prepared speeches for 
the participants, but we do offer suggestions 
which they may use in working out their parts 
in the discussion.) 

First SPEAKER: 

Read the Sixth Commandment, then read 
the 68th and 69th questions of the Shorter 
Cathechism and their answers. What bearing 
does this have on the way in which we drive 
our automobiles? Last year 35,000 persons lost 
their lives in automobile accidents and 1,960,- 
000 were injured. Very little, if any, of this 
death and suffering was intentionally inflicted, 
but it is estimated that seventy-five percent 
of all accidents involved carelessness. Can we 
say that we are keeping the Sixth Command- 
ment, if we drive carelessly? Jesus said that 
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the commandments may be summed up in love 
to God and love of our neighbor. Can we love 
God and other people without seeking to pro- 
mote safety on the streets and roads? 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

Read the Eighth Commandment and _ then 
read questions 74 and 75 of the Shorter Cate- 
chism and their answers. Is it not the positive 
meaning of this commandment that we should 
respect the property of others? Does safe driving 
have anything to do with keeping this com- 
mandment? The annual economic loss result- 
ing from automobile accidents is about four 
billion dollars. Considering that so many ac- 
cidents are caused by carelessness (75%), it 
seems that many of our drivers have very little 
regard for the property of other people. Do 
we love God and our neighbors if we disregard 
their property in the way we operate our auto- 
mobiles? 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Have a blackboard or a large sheet of pape 
on hand. Ask the young people to make sug- 
gestions for a Christian Driver’s Creed. You will 
want to keep in mind that a Christian is re- 
sponsible for preserving the welfare and happi- 
ness of others with respect to their life and 
property. Write this creed on the blackboard 
or paper for all to see. Ask the young people 
to consider adopting it for their own individual 
guidance. With the help and suggestions of 
the group you could also make a list of driving 
rules which Christians should be expected to 
observe. 


Civic Losses Through Liquor 


The city of Brockton, Massachusetts, was the 
scene of a recent survey in which it was revealed 
that problem drinkers are costing the taxpayers 
thousands of dollars each year. 


The report reveals that there are 2,300 alco- 
holics in this city of 70,000 people, and that some 
10,000 people in the immediate families of the 
problem drinkers are directly affected. The total 
bill in this city alone runs to $2,080,000 per 
year, which includes cost of aid to dependents, 
police and court costs, imprisonments and pro- 
bation, industrial losses, and treatment at public 
expense. 


A 1954 survey in the State of Massachusetts 
revealed that it costs eight dollars, for every 
dollar of liquor tax money, to pay for all these 
expenses which are attributable to liquor.— 
Evangel. 
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Women’s Work 


HISTORY AND SYMBOLISM OF 
THE PRESBYTERIAN SEAL 





Prepared by a group of young adults, 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis, Tennessee 


This seal was designed and its parts were 
brought together by Doctor Walter W. Moore, 
former president of Union Theological Sem- 
inary of Richmond, Virginia, and Dr. H. W. 
Carr. It represents to our church the meaning 
that we wish to present in this message. 


The dove represents the symbols of the Holy 
Spirit descending from Heaven. It is an em- 
blem of meekness, mildness, gentleness, and 
innocence. It’s mentioned about 50 times in 
the Bible. You will find mention of the dove 
in the Old Testament in Genesis, Leviticus, 
Exodus, and also in the New Testament. Here 
are two sections of the New Testament that 
tell about the dove. The first from Matthew 
3:16, “And when Jesus was baptized, he went 
up immediately from the water, and behold 
the heavens were opened and he saw the spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on 
Him. And lo, a voice from Heaven saying, 
‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.’”” And then from John 1:32, “And 
John bore witness, ‘I saw the spirit descend 
as a dove from heaven and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know Him but he who 
sent me to baptize with water said to me, He 
on whom you see the spirit descend and remain, 
this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 
The dove is one of the most harmless and in- 
offensive of all the birds. The dove is known 
for her mournful eyes, and Christ wept often. 
The dove was sent by Noah during the great 
flood after the raven had returned just merely 
circling over the water. Noah sent out the 
dove. The dove brought back an olive branch 
in his mouth signifying to Noah the flood 
waters had receded. Christ brought the glad 
tidings of God’s good will toward men to the 
world. The dove is the only fowl mentioned 
as a bird of sacrifice in the Bible, and Christ 
offered himself to God. 


Just below the dove is the star which repre- 
sents Jesus Christ Himself. In the prophecy 
in Numbers 24:17 Jesus was spoken of as the 
Star out of Jacob. In Revelation 22:16 we 
read, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you with 
this testimony for the churches, I am the root 
of the offspring of David, the bright and morn- 
ing star.” The star is an appropriate symbol 
for Christ when you stop to think of how many 
times the star is used to guide our ways. 
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GIFTS THAT 
LIVE AFTER YOU 


An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Chris- 
tian influence, or the memory of a loved 
one, is to establish an endowment or 
memorial fund with the Board of World 
Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually 
to the support of Foreign Missions — a 
perennial contribution in your name or 
in that of your loved one. 


Endowments and memorial funds may 

be started with a small amount and ad- 

ditions made from time to time whenever 
ou desire. 


Your Board of World Missions, its officers 
and employees, pledge themselves to 
strive earnestly to meet the responsibility 
of making your gift accomplish the ut- 
most for His Kingdom around the world. 


For particulars regarding endowments or 
memorial funds and how they are made 
and used, write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


‘Zo Foretgu Aisstons a Share” 


Boarp oF WORLD Missions 


PreseyTerRiAn CHURCH IN THE UNitEeo States 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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On the right side of the shield is the lamp 
which signifies the witnessing church. As 
Christ’s words indicated in Matthew when He 
said, “Ye are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hid; let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” ‘Traditionally a lamp signified en- 
lightment and deliverance to us. We see the 
light house as it beckons the ships out of dan- 
ger. The sun with its energizing rays means 
health to us all. We can imagine the beam of 
a flashlight to men trapped in a mine; how 
it must be a symbol of courage and hope to 
them. In the church the lamp has continuously 
been a symbol, as it was in the early Waldensian 
church in Italy, which was founded just after 
the Reformation and had suffered great perse- 
cution. We as members of the family of Christ, 
think of the lamp as the light of the world 
which Christ Jesus said he was. He said, “I 
am the light of the world.” That was the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world. So when we see this lamp on the 
seal of our church, we can realize that we have 
a leader Jesus Christ, we have a mission to 
spread the good news, and we have a daily 
challenge to let that radiance shine forth 
through us so that truly the beauty of Jesus 
may be seen in us. 


The burning bush is to the left of the lamp. 
The burning bush has for generations been the 
symbol of the great Scottish church and other 
branches of the great Presbyterian family and 
it represents the indestructible church. The rea- 
son that the church has not been consumed 
and destroyed by opposition and persecution 
in our world today is that God is in the midst 
of the church. This was the lesson taught to 
Moses in the vision of the Burning Bush cut 
of which God spoke to him and we recall the 
story as we read Exodus 3:1-6, etc. God is the 
head of our indestructible church. 


The laurel wreath for many centuries since 
the early Greeks has stood as a symbol of vic- 
tory, victory in war, victory in peace and even 
as victory in and merit in the arts. But never 
has it symbolized victory at any time comparable 
to the victory it symbolizes in the Christian 
church. It symbolized God’s Greatest gift to 
mankind, His love without bounds, victory over 
death through Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
the life eternal. The laurel wreath stands for 
victory for each of us personally as Christians 
and for the church as a whole which has with- 
stood all trials and tribulations through the ages 
and has been victorious. 


The motto of the Church reads in the Latin, 
Lux Lucet in Tenebris. The light that shineth 
in darkness.” “The Dove is the spirit which 
dwells in our hearts. The Star is Christ whose 
we are and whom we love. The Bush burns 
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and is not consumed because God is there. The 
Lamp lights dark corners in the mind and 
hearts of men and peace appears. These four, 
Dove, Star, Bush and Lamp are the charter of 
our Church. In them we use the implements 
of peace; with them we touch the hearts of 
men; because of them the Laurel Wreath adorns 
the Church.” 
—Sent in by Mrs. R. P. Richardson. 





Why I Go To Sunday School 


All of us who are professing Christians feel 
a need to grow in our Christianity. Through 
the Sunday school, we have an opportunity to 
increase our Bible knowledge, to strengthen and 
deepen our faith, and to find the joy of Chris- 
tian fellowship. 


If you really desire Christian Growth do 
more than attend Sunday school (as fine as it 
is) - teach a class! You will find you really 
have to learn a lesson to teach it. Not only 
do you learn from the excellent materials pro- 
vided, but also from your pupils themselves! 
Ask any teacher. Teaching Sunday school is 
a wonderful way in which the average church 
member can contribute to the growth of her 
church and to her own Christian growth and 
happiness. 

—(Mrs. John E.) Nell Ashcraft 
Greenwood, Mississippi 





TO WOMEN OF THE CHURCH: 


I am very glad to have this opportunity to 
express my heartfelt thanks to you for the 
Friendship Fund which will take care of my 
scholarship at A.T.S. this year. Let me thank 
you not only for the scholarship, but also for 
your kind help in every quarter. 


It seems hardly possible that almost a year 
has already gone by since I left Japan. Since 
I came to this country I found a lot of dif- 
ferences between you and us Japanese in cus- 
toms, food, languages or sometimes the way of 
thinking, but in such differences, why can’t I 
live happily each day? I know it is in the name 
of Christ that we are united. Surely there is 
no East or West and North and South in Christ 
beyond the language or race or nationality. 


The everyday life at A.T.S. which I attend 
is wonderful. I have experienced real friend- 
ship in Christ. We learned not only higher 
education at school, but also the real way of 
life in Christ through dormitory life. I am sure 
courses I am taking and all I experience here 
will help me and guide my future after I go 
back to Japan. Looking back Japan and other 
countries in Asia from the different place, I 
found that there were so many non-Christians 
making desperate efforts to get daily bread, that 
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is, bread of flesh instead of bread of life, Jesus 
Christ. Even if they are not Christian, they 
were also made as image of God. They are our 
brothers. I do want to share what I received 
from you, that is to say, love Jesus Christ showed 
is to those people. 


I thank God heartily for being a Christian. 
| did not know God before the war, but after 
I entered Golden Castle College which was es- 
tablished by the Southern Presbyterian Church 
many years ago, I came to know God through 
missionary’s love and guide. 


My dream to study in the States which I had 
when I was in Japan came true. All of these 
are because of your earnest prayer, kindness 
and your sincere friendships. You have no idea 
how much you meant to me. I don’t know how 
to thank you enough for it. But let me promise 
you that I will hand down the light you gave 
me to others who have not known God yet. 

—Setsuko Inoue 


SATURDAY YOUTH CLUB 
Gallatin, Tennessee 


The Youth Club was organized by Mr. Wil- 
.tam Dupree of First Presbyterian Church, Gal- 
latin, Tennessee. It meets on Saturday morn- 
ing during the nine months of the school year 
in the recreation room of the Church. It started 
as a recreation period with Bible Study, moving 
pictures and light refreshments aimed for the 
children of the less fortunate. All ages are 
invited and all encouraged to attend the Sun- 
day school and Church of their choice. Since 
its organization it has developed into more of 
a training than recreational center especially 
for the older children. Spiritual growth is still 
emphasized. The boys and girls have been 
taught sewing, crocheting, leather craft and 
bead craft. Manners, table manners and think- 
ing of doing for others has been the theme 
stressed in the past few years. The thought that 
“no matter how little we have, we can always 
give something to someone else, if only our 
service” has been the aim. Through this the 
children are encouraged to help their parents, 
neighbors, and anyone in need. 


One Christmas the older children made candy 
boxes which they filled with candy and aprons 
for the Old People at the County Home. They 
made their own Christmas cards and packages. 
This year they made cloth books with pasted 
in short stories, pictures, and jokes which they 
distributed for the patients in the five hospitals 
in Gallatin. Special events are Halloween when 
they make their own hats; Valentine’s Day 
when they make their own valentines; and Easter 
play and Easter egg hunt. 


An evaluation of the good done by Saturday 
Youth Club is rather hard to make, that is to 
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the degree that we can point to one or more 
children and say that without Youth Club 
things would have been very different for them, 
but we do feel that the influence in a particu- 
lar number of cases has been very good and in 
general good for all. In any event, we shall 
continue the work with faith that we reach and 
help a class of children to grow in Christian 
love who might not have without Saturday 
Youth Club. Mrs. W. D. Colgy, Jr. 
Gallatin, Tennessee 





STUDYING TOGETHER—GOD’S 
EXTRA EACH WEEK 


The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments are the Word of God, the only 
rule of faith and obedience. This we believe, 
but how much of our time do we give to real 
study of “the only infallible and authoritative 
rule of faith and life?” How many of us are 
satisfied with merely listening attentively, while 
we leave the serious studying to our preachers 
and teachers? 


To leave the searching of the Scriptures to 
others while we try to absorb their findings 
is both deadening and dangerous. With our 
minds we need to dig and to stretch and to 
reach out, if we would be growing Christians. 
We cannot be led into false philosophies if 
we know from real personal study what God 
requires of us. 


To study God’s word regularly with a small 
group of Christian friends is to experience one 
of the greatest joys and privileges of Christian 
growth. While regular attendance at worship 
services and Sunday school, family worship, and 
private devotions are an accepted part of the 
growing Christian’s week, the extra study period 
gives meaning to all of these. 


Sometimes we Protestants are criticized be- 
cause we lack enthusiasm, or because we do 
not know what we believe. The sad truth is 
that what we know we do not talk about. We 
discuss new recipes, favorite books, and cur- 
rent social problems, but we shy away when 
our religion is mentioned. Is it because we do 
not know enough, or because we have not put 
our thoughts into words? It might well be 
both. Since God’s Word is the only rule of 
faith and practice, surely it is important for 
us to know “first hand” what He says, to relate 
this to our lives, and to talk about it with our 
friends. 


Where and How can we study the Bible to- 
gether? The monthly Bible study period in 
the circle is one good place. In the Workbook 
there is a good introduction to each lesson with 
leading questions to relate the Scripture studied 
to life in the home and in the community. 
Circle members can help immeasurably by 
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studying ahead and sharing with the group their 
own thoughts and experiences. Once a very 
intelligent woman said to the Bible teacher 
AFTER the lesson, “I had this that I wanted 
to say, but when you asked for comments, | 
hated to speak up.” Her thoughts which timidity 
forced her to withhold would have added so 
much to the day’s lesson. Perhaps you have 
remained silent for the same reason, and yet 
the sharing of thoughts is the very thing that 
gives vitality to the study. 


To overcome this timidity and encourage par- 
ticipation by every member small study groups 
have liter ally sprung up in many of our churches. 
Members are studying “Love in the New Testa- 


ment,” our special Bible study for this year, 
and also former study books, such as Fitly 
Framed Together,” ““The Glory of the Church,” 


and “Mirrors of the Soul.” Though some mem- 
bers are more at ease with not more than five 
in the group, other effective study groups have 
an average of ten members. 


Weuld like to 
church? 


you experiment in your 





First, choose an arresting time and place 
in the evening around an open fire, (or electric 
fan) at 9:30; one morning for a second cup 
of coffee, or at noon, each to bring her own 
sandwich. Invite all who are interested in study- 
ing “Love in the New Testament” to come, each 
bringing her own Bible and Workbook. Wait 
prayerfully and expectantly. If a few come, you 
are ready to go; if many come, break up into 
small groups after a brief social period. Gather 
around a table, if possible, and have on the 
table copies of the Bible in several different 
translations (R.S.V., A.S.V., Moffatt’s, Phillips 
N.T.), a good Bible Commentary, and several 
copies of “Love in the New Testament.” Be 
prepared to lead the discussion that first 


day, but ask another member to lead the 
next time. Limit the study period to one hour 
with those who care to linger remaining at 
will. Agree on a regular time and place of 
meeting (preferably weekly, but less often if 
necessary.) Turn to the next section in the 
Workbook, and urge members to study that 


carefully before coming to the next meeting. 


A good service project for your study group (s) 
would be the planning of “A Day Apart” for 
all of the women of the church. Sometime later, 
perhaps in the fall, they would plan the program 
for an all day meeting at which time they would 
share with others what they have learned from 
their special study. 


Isn't it true that, however busy we are, we 
find time for things that we really want to do? 
What could be more important in these days of 
fear and confusion than the earnest study of 
“what man is to believe concerning God and 
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what duty God requires of man?” If we really 
want to find a time each week to study with 
others, we may be sure that God will help us 
to use our remaining hours more efficiently 
That study hour will become the high spot of 
the week—God’s extra for the week. 

—Mrs. Beverly Day Williamson 

Lynchburg, Virginia. 





BOOKS 


Sr. Luke’s LIFE o1 
MacMillan 


—- 


$2.75. 


JESU s.. SS. 


Aiken ‘Taylor. 
Publishing Company, 


New York, 


A translation has to do with the transfer of 
the exact thought expressed in one language 
into another. A paraphrase is a restatement 
of a text giving the meaning in another form, 
usually for clearer and fuller exposition. It is 
more a free rendering than a translation. It 
is a well-known literary or educational method. 


The paraphrase does not follow the text as 
strictly as a translation. This volume under 
review must be categorized as a_ paraphrase 
rather than a new translation. Dr. Taylor has 
gone to the original Greek to get St. Luke's 
meaning expressed in each verse, but he has 
exercised considerable latitude in expressing 


his thoughts in order 


to be more intelligible 
to the reader. 


His purpose has been to retell 
the Gospel narrative in the language of our 
day. To put it in the author’s language, he 
writes, “I offer this story I think Luke told. 
Taken from his writings only, it is a modern 
version of what I rat he wanted to convey 
through his story of Jesus Christ.” Again he 
states, ““Mine is not a a irily the story of what 
Jesus said and did, but what Luke intended to 
say about what Jesus said and did.” 


“THE PRELUDE.” 
reads as follows: “Thus, 
Theophilus, the Lord came: no stranger, not 
secretly, but with His credentials openly in 
His hand and unmistakable from the very be- 
ginning. As a matter of fact, they knew He 
would be Someone special before the beginning 
as men count time. Wherever God’s invasion 
of Time through the miracle of the Incarnation 
touched the human sphere, those who stood at 
the points of contact knew they had been 
touched. We say this because among us today 
live those who felt it. Make no mistake: no 
mere man walked Galilee’s rolling hills and 
died on Judea’s barren Place of the Skull. He 
who did so bore in Himself that radiance the 
pale reflection of which shines from each hu- 
man heart lately brought to life by a Power 
greater than itself. 


The first section is called, 
The paraphrase 


“By certified heavenly visitations, by signs that 
signified divine Power at work, by a history that 
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fulfilled, at every step, the prophetic words 
long before uttered; by the personal testimony 
of too many witnesses for it to have been a 
\istake, we trace our present privilege through 
Calvary, back through Galilee and Bethlehem 
to Nazareth and Jerusalem: wherever God, ac- 
cording to the inscrutable counsel of His own 
will, mercifully volunteered to make Himself 
known.” 


Bible students will be delighted with the 
way certain subjects are handled. Take, for ex- 
ample, the theme of “Discipleship.” 


“Discipleship, He frequently indicated, de- 
mands entire commitment. Following Him be- 
gan with a total surrender of both will and 
life. Always ready to meet any need humbly 
acknowledged, any petition humbly made (so 
long as it came from a heart surrendering in 
faith), He just as quickly rejected the qualified 
petition of the part-time offer. The demands 
of discipleship, he said again and again, cannot 
be satisfied with part-time devotion. Accepting 
Him affects the whole of life, flinging open 
every closely guarded closet, laying bare every 
secret, determining every act. 


“To be sure, ambitious people managed to 
attach themselves to Him as they do to any 
prominent person; and they tried to impress 
Him with flattery and great protestations of 
fealty. But He always discouraged them, and 
they usually went away, seeking more profitable 
alliances elsewhere. Typical of such parasites, 
most of whom looked for an earthly kingdom, 
was a young revolutionary who one day offered 
grandly: ‘Lord, lead on, and | for one will fol- 
low to any place or destiny!’ 


“The Lord replied evenly, shattering the 
man’s dreams of grandeur: ‘Foxes have holes, 
and even the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of Man does not have a place to lay 
his head.’ 


“The Lord could not tolerate half-hearted- 
ness. One man whom He had called, hesitated. 
Not sure whether he really wanted to pay the 
price, this fellow tried to postpone the decision 
by begging time to meet certain personal obli- 
gations he suddenly thought of. But Jesus 
rebuked him for trying to evade the Call. ‘Let 
the dead bury their dead,’ He replied, referring 
to the man’s use of family responsibilities as 
in excuse. 


“Another disciple answered the Call, but then 
begged leave to return home and wind up his 
affairs. Jesus replied, ‘No one who looks back 
ifter putting his hand to the plow is fit for 
the Kingdom of God!’ 


“The summons to discipleship, then, cannot 
be set aside or postponed for any other com- 
mitment, however important. The Master was 
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not suggesting that life’s normal obligations do 
not count. He rather put discipleship within 
a separate category which, belonging to the 
basic issues of time and eternity, necessarily 
ranks ahead of all temporal considerations. 
Naturally the welfare of the soul comes first. 
For only as the proper answers are given to 
the basic questions of life can lesser responsi- 
bilities be properly met. Only when the soul 
has settled its destiny can it turn effectively 
to meet its obligations along the way.” 


It is safe to say that for years to come this 
volume will be helpful to all who desire to 
appropriate more fully the Gospel as recorded 
by Luke. This lucid and penetrating presenta- 
tion of the person, life, ministry, and words of 
Christ is needed today and unto the end of 
time. It should prove suggestive to ministers, 
Bible students, and laymen. No thoughtful 
reader will leave this book without a deep and 
rich Christian experience. —jJ.R.R. 





“SERMONS ON BiBLE THEMES.” John H. 
McComb. Broadway Publishing Co., New York. 
$1.75. 


For twenty years Dr. McComb has been 
preaching the Gospel of redeeming grace on 
Broadway. A celebration was recently held in 
recognition of his outstanding service for two 
decades in the heart of New York City. This 
last volume from the pen of Dr. McComb in- 
dicates that he is still preaching the same Gos- 
pel that has characterized his ministry from the 
beginning. 


There are twelve sermons in this volume and 
each one deals with the central truths of Chris- 
tianity. One of the most impressive of these 
sermons is the one entitled, ““No Other Gospel.” 
Dr. McComb’s main thrust is that there is 
no Gospel worthy of the name other than the 
one that Paul preached in the first century. 
This New York preacher affirms, “The tragic 
thing about it all is that this new ‘Gospel,’ 
which is being so widely substituted for that 
which Paul preached is no Gospel at all.” This 
he believes is the case because it is not God- 
given and it also contradicts the true Gospel 
at every turn. With pleading accent he writes, 
“O do not abandon the Gospel Paul preached 
for any false Gospel no matter how plausible 
and attractive it may seem.” 


he evangelistic note is sounded in the ser- 
mon called, “The Unbelieving Jews.” This 
sermon urges the sinner to give serious consid- 
eration to the mighty claims of Christ and to 
decide for him at once. It shows how very 
foolish and dangerous it is to delay coming to 
Christ for Salvation. 


Here is essentially a book for all who love 
Gospel preaching marked by Christian sim- 
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plicity and Biblical fidelity. It is refreshing to 
come in contact’ with a preacher who is deeply 
conscious of the fact that his main business in 
life is the faithful delivery of the Gospel that 
is the power of God unto Salvation. —J.R.R. 





A Survey oF Wortp Missions. John Cald- 
well Thiessen. Inter-Varsity Press, Chicago. 
$5.95. 


Since World War II began, we have not had 
a missionary survey in the United States writ- 
ten from a distinctly evangelical Protestant 
viewpoint. This book meets this need. This 
volume reflects the changes that have taken 
place politically, religiously, economically, and 
socially since 1939. Many years of careful re- 
search has gone into the preparation of this 
book. The sixteen page triple-column index 
indicates the author’s wide range of study and 
careful scholarship. 


While this book does not give an exhaustive 
history of Christian missions, it does acquaint 
the student with the origin of missions in all 
parts of the world. It gives an adequate geo- 
graphical and historical background. It names 
the great pioneers and submits brief biographt- 
cal sketches of each. 


This volume is characterized by accuracy ol 
information and completeness in coverage. It 
is designed to help students to see some of the 
great things God has accomplished, but also 
to call their attention to the tremendous task 
that still lies ahead on the mission field so 
that they will discover where they fit into God’s 
program of “making disciples of all nations.” 
Thus he closes with this appeal, “Although op- 
portunities for pioneering new mission fields 
are almost a thing of the past in this period 
of the twentieth century, there is still need 
for young men and women with the zeal and 
courage of pioneers to undertake the task of 
world evangelization in today’s difficult setting 
prepared to face the continually changing scene 
in the power of One who promised, ‘Lo, I am 
with you alway.” 


THE APposToLi AGE. 
Baker Book House. $3.00. 


George I. Purves. 


The author presents in this volume an ac- 
count of Christianity in the Apostolic Age. He 
discusses the Rise of Christianity in Jerusalem, 
Early Expansion, Judaic Christianity, Expan- 
sion of Christianity under Paul, and _ the 
Progress of Christianity to the close of the Apos- 
tolic Age. This book is scholarly and yet it 
is characterized by clarity of expression. It 
is an information-packed book for general ref- 
erence. The author was professor of New Tes- 
tament Literature and Exegesis at Princeton 
Theological Seminary at the turn of the century. 
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MobDERN ‘ILLUSTRATIONS: FOR PUBLIC SPEAKERS, 
Robert’G. Lee. Zondervan. | $1.75. 


Dr... Lee .has gathered from everywhere a 
wealth of interesting and informative material 
and has applied it to the spiritual life of the 
Christian with telling effect. Here the publi 
speaker, preacher, teacher, and general reader 
will find striking illustrations on such diverse 
subjects as Americanism, Bible Statistics, Blood, 
Fashions, Progress, Gratitude, Kindness, and 
Youth. Dr. Lee always has an eye for the 
peculiarly human in any situation. 





St. PAUL’s EPISTLES TO THE COLOSSIANS AND TO 
PHILEMON. J. B. Lightfoot. Zondervan. $4.50. 


Bishop Lightfoot’s chief aim in this volume 
is to illustrate and develop the theological con- 
ception of the person of Christ, which underlies 
these two epistles. This work is first of all 
scholarly, and yet, it is devotional as well. Al 
though written primarily for the benefit ol 
ministers, it will be of interest to intelligent 
lay readers. To make the volume of even greate1 
use to Bible students, whether advanced o1 
beginner, this work is exhaustively indexed and 
has helpful marginal notes throughout. This 
reprint is in large clear type to make it all the 
more readable. 


WHat Is CREATIVI 
Patrick. 


THINKING? Catherine 
Philosophical Library. $3.00. 


This book gives a comprehensive survey of 
the available information concerning the 
psychological process of creative thought. It 
discusses the stages of preparation, incubation, 
illumination, and revision or verification. The 
basic mechanisms underlying the process ol 
creative thought are also set forth. Ages at 
which creative thinkers do most of their best 
work are given. The last two chapters present 
practical concrete suggestions and methods for 
stimulating creative thinking in both children 
and adults. 


HE Gospet iN Leviticus. J. E. 
dervan. $3.95. 


Seiss. Zon 


Dr. Seiss presents in this volume a scholarly 
treatment of the teachings of Leviticus. He 
believes that every book of the Old Testament 
points forward to Christ and that this is es 
pecially true of the Book of Leviticus. The 
author says in his preface, “The aim of this 
book is to supply a popular exposition of the 
Levitical rites and ceremonies, to trace thei! 
typical import and relations, and to set forth 
the great features of the Gospel as therein enum 
erated by types of God’s own choosing.” He 
succeeds in presenting the Gospel truths of this 
book in an inspiring way. 
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